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Christ and Creation: Biblical Wisdom (Proverbs, Ecclesiastes) and Christian Ministry

TEDS Korea DMin Program

Date: September 19-22, 2022 (Monday-Thursday 9:30am-5:30pm)

Instructor: Willem VanGemeren, PhD, Professor Emeritus of Old Testament and Semitic Languages
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield, IL. U.S.A.

Modular Course/Three credit hours

COURSE DESCRIPTION: b= 70

In the face of secularization in and outside of the Church, Jesus Wo[QHlofMe MiEgSloll= 2oL, o8 ME= A E2 OIS

followers must be dothed with the wisdom of their Savior, He is the TRL| Alo]= 2UL /UZ0| SHGICE. = MIAL| 2IZRZJ0[A | O

Creator of the world and holds it all together. He is the light of the DRSS ARCE D= MY oA QS ME=2E

world and gives life to all who follow him. The Gospel invites us to BE ZS0|H| MEES RAICH 1 B22 22|2 2| A0 HetEE

in Christ and to reflect his image in the world, While walking on the S, MO 12| YAlkE ElLit A== 2SICt ofR|2t

road of biblical wisdom, we apprehend more and more how we fail ‘SHO0| Yot= 2sie] 22 22BN, R2l= A& sl St

our Savior by being full of pride, seff-will, and anger while speaking A2 Lok= BHHO||, Lo A=A 217 |2| 2|0t - 2 7S50

about humility, God's will, and love. Biblical wisdom invites Jesus f2le| FIRE LU [=A| 224 224 O WA EICH HHO|

followers to open their eyes and to discem how we must releam some | 7122]= 2[5l= 04U S 2= 2 IS2 51012 =2 A5k,

basis lessons, such as the fear of the Lord, true righteousness, mercy, oA 224l wes =, ol S ZRle RIFs o, AfH|, 12|

and faithfulness. The Creator, who is the image of the invisible God, AASHSS CHA| HIRJOF SH=A IS LA  SICE 202 Of= el

has come into his world of creation to renew the divineimage in SHAO|A IR 2=, QIZ10H0f| Q=GO SARS AHEH| 5} |

human beings, so that his life, light, joy, peace, and restmay transform | I3, 12| 2E20| MIA|IZ 24410, T2 19| AitHn} Yinf 7|88m)

them to reflect him in the world. HolRt QHAO| QIZISS BHIAIAH MId0lM ARZ2T)E EU=S
SHAICY,

In this seminar we shall consider the wise Christian response to
secularization and to culture by studying two books of Israefs wisdom O| MO|LIOJM R2|= 0| AtAo| SO Als{AMS: 2Htnt

trajectory: Proverbs and Ecdesiastes. These books invite people to HEMSE Sete=z MiEstet 2310 Cist A6l 2&2 7 | 5w A
pursue a transcendent, intercuttural, and transformational wisdom. Itis | CHE2 S EA0|Ct O|5(&F )2 AIHE2 2 E20|H,

path that leads to maturity. John Stott wrote "tt is when people see Z2fQHOfM CHEA| LIEH K=, 22| 0 #HStA 7 |= &2 7RI A[6IE
Christin his fullness that their faith, obedience and worship are Z5MA ot AA2 4522 Q5= E20|Ct 2AEEE=
stimulated and so they become mature. ttis the Word of God, US|, “AlRE0| J2|Ak0| S0ketE =, OS2 Va2t
confirmed and enforced by the Spirit of God, which effectively TS OER7 | DT 02| 1, ’84\1-3 | O|2A| ECt. SH-HE2| Fof|
matures and sanctifies the people of God" (‘The Langham Trust Ol5H &= |10 SIS SOl B40| TSI AFRIES

Strategic Vision"). SO MZINZ| D HEA S WEf (‘The Langham Trust Strategic
Proverbs speaks about a transcendent wisdom that is elusive, but not Vision").

ephemeral. Ecdesiastes holds out a wisdom that is both ephemeral ZoI2, Olalisty | &lSA[2t HSIR = o2 2 E AR X512 2ol
and elusive, Both books speak about the fear of the Lord as the key to QUL BHHO| A=A = 22 HEULH, SA0) Ofstist | &
fathom wisdom. These two wisdom books invite the reader to enter 2|2 MG F 20 DS ZE AHRIGHS R[GIE 7ts5h= Eal2
the transcendent world of wisdom through a liminal experience of a QSICE O] S ABIM S, SASS 2RI 5o MAIZ
transformation of life that opens a person up to a transcultural S0{RES 2SIt 22 SHAIZOA| 20t 4532812 Eolke=
worldview. The book of Proverbs contains a set of instructions and MARES B2 5h= a2 kS Sl AIRECE UM R2E,
proverbial sayings by which the parents, Lady Wisdom, kings 2[5l o2l L=(E22, 0=, E1| 20y oot nES N LEHS0|
(Solomon, Agur, Lemuel), and sages guide the student of wisdom to D22I0|H, (RS2 1 A[5|E HilR= AI2 5102, Al8)|e| 2211}
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observe the nature, benefits, and creational (cuttural) context of
wisdom. Further they extend an invitation to enter the noumenal
world of Lady Wisdom from which one may discem the path of
wisdom that leads to life and avoid the entrapments of folly that
inexorably lead to death. Wisdom is God's antidote to the opposites of
antinomianism and legalism, because it aims at a life of kenosis
(humility, testing) and perichoresis (perception of transcendence, glory)
as the sage finds his/her being in the presence and fellowship of God.
Christis the perfect image of God and typifies in his person divine
wisdom. He challenges God's children to use their minds and hearts to
grow in their commitment to the Triune God, in their being
(character), and in the shape of their communal lives, so as to be
characterized by gracious justice and a disceming fidelity.

The book of Ecdesiastes challenges the student of wisdom to enter
the phenomenal world and test the ways of wisdom in order to
discem the limitations of human engagements in a fallen world, to
admire the beauty of the Infinite One, and to find one’s meaning in the
reverence of his greatness. Qoheleth searches for transcendence in a
curved (divine surprises, shocks, and human disappointments), carved
(divine expectations and human limitations), and a cured (healing,
redemption, and restoration) world.

The biblical wisdom trajectory opens a path for ecdesial leadership and
parents to prepare a new generation to become radical disciples of
Jesus Christ and to meet the challenges of secularization.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES

By the completion of this course the student will be able to:

1. engage with questions, such as What is wisdom? \What are the
possibilities and dangers inherent in wisdom? How does one enter the
metaphorical world of wisdom? What is the fear of the Lord? What is
integrity? Why is wisdom liminal, elusive, and ephemeral?

2. become familiar with the Hebraic wisdom perspectives, espedally in
Proverbs and Ecdesiastes,

3. relate these books to the canonical thrust of Scripture;

4. understand the wisdom trajectory in the teachings of Jesus and the
apostles;

5. embrace wisdom and grow in character;

6. develop relationally through the pursuit and practice of wisdom;
and

7. lead others on the road of Christian maturity..
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REQUIRED READING/ ZiEAM £

e Introduction to Wisdom Literature, Proverbs, Ecdesiastes (Of2ffe R [Gil25!, 2+, 2= A0f| Clfst 7H=)
e Artides from The New Dictionary of Biblical Theology. Edited by Alexander, T. Desmond, Brian S. Rosner, D. A. Carson, Graeme Goldsworthy.
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Downers Grove: VP, 2000. Available in Korean. A must-have! Abbreviation: NDOBT, VP AAZAISIAFA, 3127 | S5HIS|£THE 2008,

Belcher, Jr. Richard P. “Ecclesiastes(Z =A1),” A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the Old Testament: The Gospel Promised (FFH BAISIZHZ:

UL 58). Ed. Miles V. Van Pelt Wheaton: Crossway, 2016. Korean translation of the artide is in PDF format (83012 #1%2l PDF 20| US).
o Kim, Hee Suk. Z3|A1, ‘28 1-9 Ao sliAdetd 7|5t At ekl ” Canon & CultureX| 5# 1 = (2011.4.), 203-235.

PDF 20| }3).

at Korean Evangelical Theological Sodiety, November 10, 2107.

VanGemeren, Willem A. “Proverbs (1), “A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the Old Testament: The Gospel Promised (7S ZAISDHZ:
OrE1E9) Ed. Miles V. Van Pelt. Wheaton: Crossway, 2016. Korean translation of the article is in PDF format(Z20| §H=20{2 HZ|0f

C“Z 0 AE ARR: AJH Q0| {517 |” “The Reformation and the Appropriation of Scripture: Dwelling in the Psalms . Plenary Address

. “AWelHounded Hope: Old Testament Perspectives on Hope and Anguish." Presentation at the Consultation of the Center for

Bioethics and Human Dignity: Academy of Fellows Consultation, February 5, 2016. You may also see the video (H|C|2 2 24 U2) at
httos:/Awwwv.youtube com/watch2v=l77XaRTCuA&Iist=PLPF5Cj-f6CUNNetHTYHhYerQSVP1saZYb
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"The Triptych of Psalms 90-92: From Moses to Jesus and From a Weekly Sabbath to the Everyday and Forever Rest."

PRE-COURSE ASSIGNMENTS RELATED

TO CLASS SCHEDULE AND DAILY PREPARATION:

Complete the required readings and write a brief summary (major
points) on each of the required readings, ind. the articles in NDOBT. Be
sure to consider what is important to you as you grow in your
understanding of the topics. These summaries will provide talking
points for each day’s discussion. Check the “Index of Artides” in NDOBT
forthe appropriate article.

Monday: Introduction to Wisdom literature

1. Required Readings and Summary:

a. Be able to discuss these artides in NDOBT: The Canon of Scripture,
ind. artides on Genesis-King; Wisdom Books; Prophetic Books and the
following topics in NDOBT: Creation and Fear

b. Read the VanGemeren essay on “Hope and Anguish”

2. Wirite a 2-page paper on “The Korean Wisdom Traditions
(Buddhism and Confudanism) and the Gospel”

Tuesday:
1. Required Readings and Summary:

a. Be able to discuss these articles in NDOBT: Freedom; Holy Spirit;
Humility; Image of God; Proverbs; Righteousness.

b. Read the VanGemeren essay on Proverbs

¢. Read VanGemeren’s “The Reformation and the Appropriation of
Sanipture: Dwelling in the Psalms.”

d. Read Kim’s article.

2. Wirite a 2-page paper on: “Biblical Wisdom: What it is and what it is
not”

Wednesday:
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1. Required Readings and Summary: Be able to discuss these articles in
NDOBT: Anger; Gentleness; Grumbling; Healing; Joy; Life; Obedience,
Rest

2. Wirite a 2-page paper on: “How my Concept of Biblical Wisdom is
changing.”

Thursday:

1. Required Reading and Summary:

a. Be able to discuss these artides in NDOBT: Ecdesiastes; Vanity

b. Belcher artide on Ecclesiastes

2. Wirite a 2-page paper on “Biblical Wisdom in a Secular Age”

3. Required Reading: Leadership in NDOBT.

4. Reflect on the qualities of leadership by reviewing each day of the
seminar.

5. Write a 1-page paper on: “My Proposal for the Course Project:
‘Growing in Wisdom as a Servant of Jesus Christ in the Face of
Secularization.”

Familiarize yourself with a Commentary on Proverbs or Ecdesiastes
and bring it to dass.
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POST-COURSE ASSIGNMENTS:

All projects are to be postmarked on or before October 24, 2022.

1. Wirite a reflective paper on your encounter with, growth in, and
concem for the wisdom trajectory in your own life. (5 pp.)

2. Write a 10-page paper on “Growing in Wisdom as a Servant of
Jesus Christ in the Face of Secularization.” Be sure to have read Sidney G
reidanus, Preaching Christ from Ecdlesiastes, Available in Korea.

3. Indude the materials from your readings, reflections, and course
discussions.

The course project should be: H

+ Typed, double-spaced, and indude a TITLE PAGE giving the course
name and number, professor's name, student’s name, and the date of
the dass.

+ In KDMIin style befitting doctoral level coursework (Turabian, Kate
L. A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations
(7th ed. rev. by Wayne C. Booth et al; Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2007).
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“A WELL-FOUNDED HOPE:
OLD TESTAMENT PERSPECTIVES ON HOPE AND ANGUISH"
Willem A. VanGemeren
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1. God’'s Hiddenness and Wisdom in the face of Pain and Anguish: A Curved
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'HendrikusBerkhof, A Well-Founded Hope (Richmond: John Knox, 1969), 17-18.
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20 See the thematic development of comfort by Rolf Rendtorff, “The Composition of the Book of Isaiah,” in
Canon and Theology: Overtures to an Old Testament Theology (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993), 146-69. ??
Isaiah 61:1-3 is cited at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry in Luke 4 and frames the ministry of Jesus (Luke)
and of the apostles (Acts).

21 See Lee, Hee-Sung, “The Inheritance of the Servants in Isaiah 40-66: A Textlinguistic Analysis.” Doctoral
dissertation, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, 2007.
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22 QOriginally published in German, the three-volume work was translated and published posthumously in
English (Cambridge: MA: MIT Press, 1986).
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Atk 27} olslahs Hgoldt Al 7 S54& Ayl A, shid el 23]
obf L= dejola, EA, vHE Ak delola, A= shde] Ak
o] Al AAS Fehs deloltk TAks ofd BE eyt i lelA
© YERAEE v 1 T ofe] dellAe vERA et 1)), BE
A7t 2 $EEA gheths A AA7E 10-3178 ] WiAlE 842 AR F2
shubelal o371t} Lennart Bostrom, The God of the Sages: The Portrayal of God
in the Book of Proverbs, ConBOT 29 (Stockholm: Almqvist & Wiksell International,
1990), 90-140. 93] 138-1395 Ho}; R. C. Van Leecuwen, “Wealth and
Poverty: System and Contradiction in Proverbs,” 29-35; @178} «x}eio] A7}
WAA] 7 TAISEH R 26:1 (2008), 224-240.

12) James L. Crenshaw, O/d Testament Wisdom: An Introduction, rev. and enl., ed.,
(Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1998), 71; T. Longman, Proverbs, 82-86;
Raymond C. Van Leeuwen, Context and Meaning in Proverbs 25-27, SBLDS 96
(Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1988), 87-106; Bruce K. Waltke, “Does Proverbs
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Promise Too Much?” JCBRF 128 (1992), 17-22. 7-FAl8to]| QlojA] =)&) F8he)
29 & el tiEt 2402 Ugs Faslel AR, <A 2 A9 2t
B F2AY TIEAEEATy 2 (1997), 305-319.

13) Luis Alonso-Schokel and J. Vilchez Lindez, Proverbios (Madrid: Ediciones
Cristiandad, 1984); Gustav Bostrém, Paranomasi I Den Aldre Hebreiska
Maschallitteraturen (Lund: Gleerup, 1928); Duane A. Garrett, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
Song of Songs, NAC 14 (Nashville: Broadman, 1993); Theodore A. Hildebrandt,
“Proverbial Pairs: Compositional Units in Proverbs 10-29,” JBL 107 (1988),
207-224; Arndt Meinhold, Die Spriiche, Bd 1: Kapitel 1-15, ZBK (Ziirich:
Theologischer, 1991); Otto Ploger, Spriiche Salomos (Proverbia), BKAT XVII/1
(Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener, 1981); Raymond C. Van Leeuwen, Context and
Meaning in Proverbs 25-27; R. N. Whybray, Proverbs, NCB (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1994). 2~(Michael V. Fox)7} AHAZA 7 7AE9] sfjAshy
el thete] =2J3t oe] S5 ol FWEJsoT 2925 Fxslek: William
P. Brown, “The Didactic Power of Metaphor in the Aphoristic Sayings of
Proverbs,” JSOT 29 (2004), 133-154; Richard J. Clifford, “Your Attention Please!
Heeding the Proverbs,” JSOT 29 (2004), 155-163; Carole R. Fontaine, “The Proof
of the Pudding: Proverbs and Gender in the Performance Arena,” JSOT 29 (2004),
179-204; Michael V. Fox, “The Rhetoric of Disjointed Proverbs,” JSOT 29 (2004),
165-177; Kuntz, “Affirming Less as More: Scholarly Engagements with Aphoristic
Rhetoric,” JSOT 29 (2004), 205-242.

14) Theodore A. Hildebrandt, “Proverbial Poetry: Its Settings and Syntax,” Th. D.
Dissertation (Grace Theological Seminary, 1985); idem, “Proverbial Pairs:
Compositional Units in Proverbs 10-29,” 207-224; idem, “Proverbs 22:6a: Train
Up a Child?” GTJ 9 (1988), 3-19; idem, “Proverbial Strings: Cohesion in Proverbs
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10,” GTJ 11 (1990), 171-185; idem, “Motivation and Antithetic Parallelism in
Proverbs 10-15,” JETS 35 (1992), 433-444; Knut M. Heim, Like Grapes of Gold
Setin Silver: An Interpretation of Proverbial Clusters in Proverbs 10:1-22:16, BZAW
273 (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2001); Raymond C. Van Leeuwen, Context and
Meaning in Proverbs 25-27.

15) o]o tist njHo 7= ]SS R}l Michael V. Fox, review of Knut M. Heim,
Like Grapes of Gold Set in Silver, HS 44 (2003), 267-272; T. Longman, Proverbs,
38-42; Roland E. Murphy, “review of Knut M. Heim, Like Grapes of Gold Setin
Silver,” CBQ 64 (2002), 351-353.

16) K. A. Kitchen, “Proverbs and Wisdom Books of the Ancient Near East: The
Factual History of a Literary Form,” TynBul 28 (1977), 69-114; Brevard S. Childs,
Introduction to the Old Testament as Scripture (Philadelphia: Fortress, 1979), 552-555;
W. Zimmerli, “Zur Struktur der alttestamentlichen Weisheit,” ZAW 51 (1933),
174-204.

17) Matt Wiebe, “The Wisdom in Proverbs: An Integrated Reading of the Book,”
Ph. D. Dissertation (University of Sheffield, 1992); Joseph Blenkinsopp, “The
Social Context of the ‘Outsider Woman’ in Proverbs 1-9,” Bzb 72 (1991),
457-473; Burton L. Mack, Wisdom and the Hebrew Epic (Chicago: University of
Chicago, 1985); Christl Maier, Die “Fremde Frau,” Proverbien 1-9: Eine Exegetische
und Sozialgeschichiliche Studie, OBO 144 (Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
1995); Alan Moss, “Wisdom as Parental Teaching in Proverbsl1-9,” HeyJ 38
(1997), 426-439; Harold C. Washington, “The Strange Woman ('shzrh/nkryh)
of Proverbs1-9,” T. C. Eskenazi and K. H. Richards, eds., Second Temple Studies
2: Temple and Community in the Persian Period, JSOTSup 175 (Sheffield: JSOT
Press, 1994), 217-242.

18) x4l o2 = th3S Kk Claudia V. Camp, Wisdom and the Feminine in the
Book of Proverbs (Sheffield: Almond, 1985); Carol A. Newsom, “Women and the
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Discourse of Patriarchal Wisdom: A Study of Proverbs 1-9,” Peggy L. Day, ed.,
Gender and Difference in Ancient Isvael (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1989), 142-160. ¢33
AEA oA A 197 A8 Ame AEs] Wk AAE Al 555
AaiAE HApe] wAb = 252755 Farske

19) William P. Brown, Character in Crisis: A Fresh Approach to the Wisdom Literature
of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996), 22-49.

20) Raymond C. Van Leeuwen, “Liminality and Worldview in Proverbs 1-9,” Semeia
50 (1990), 111-144.

21) B} ARAlshaL AUeh Fae}l =5 fleiAs A =S FEslket

22) HE SRS Rl 27%0] 3-9%0) FA1A aofojehal I, Clifford, Proverts,
A Commentary, OTL (Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1999), 1-2; T. Longman,
Proverbs, 37-38; A. Meinhold, Die Spriiche, Bd 1: Kapitel 1-15, 43-46; R. N.
Whybray, The Composition of the Book of Proverbs, JSOTSup 168 (Sheffield: JSOT
Press, 1994), 12-13. ol E(Abbuhl) &}A12] HIA} 819] =18 Falo] o] A&
<3l A S}l Catherine S.  Abbuhl, “Proverbs Chapter 2: A

Canon-contextual Reading,” Ph. D. Dissertation (Emmanuel College and the
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2.1 & 1:1-7(RIMQ| BN X|E)

e 1:1-72 FAAM HAE 9= 541 A (reading map)®] &S
$Hc}23) 140 et «&2E0] el & 1942 Y8-S 71
20tk 147288 A 1982 S H9E wf 9A == A9E Jehe
dl, AFE Z2HA] gt gL 2t AFE 4A Ak As sk
ALt o] Al HE2 BT HARAAF S+ YL AAI O] FENZ Al Eehs
FeAE 2 vk A 1:9%e] T FAF viE A FE 2] X5
Aol A A&E Aot Aashs Ul-golBE, 24782 1l 197 ellA
Hj9lof &= wkE =skar Qlok Wb, 5689 g e 1-98S
Hi ] A&7 B ARgRo] 10-3178 0l YEhs dialstr] ofele A
FAEE ST AFE 2 Frhs A HolFEr) sES vesd
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Trs g A2 FAE AR S SRtk s-6Ho] 7]
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A&Z vt FHgom Rz sA] g-o el 1987 AT
7] oJ A webA] 10-31837 ARAAHA ADECE T3t S22 61
of| A «xkdru} “nlfre} «QHE WS g oghs @S wheth <%

o, B, “eHE e BE S olegg YEstn Qe

University of Toronto, 2006). ©]o] Wkslo] L= 27dto] ohd 1:8-3:35 A7}
4959 FA| fetoletn FAste] Brg Falssrk

23) FAe] P43} FARE 78 Ak Sandoval) ] F& K2k Timothy J. Sandoval,
“Revisiting the Prologue of Proverbs,” JBL 126 (2007), 455-473. BAR= 5-640]
“slE @S aha ks 19 AslelA 3 A ARhel 248 ol
19788, 5-68L &4 103185 A 0% 7H7)a glvpar g8t
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g Zoln, 1 F7he] BE RESE o5 oE Aglahs so] {49
SRl nlE Fobke F7b HAoltk

2.2, &A1 1:8-33(R8N 215

A 18 v A F2 o dEo 2 ydtks-194, 20-337).
R 1:8-1900M = olet Ae v]skehs ofA| o] Aart SRt
oFgt Ab=9] 5ol oyl E w) BhshA 4 $44Q1 dHE A=
Bk 187de]] b =Ll QlRol, ofgh Abee] Ame Anm A A
& Sl Wolehs Axked] wide] FElo] prhEnh el 1:20-33¢0=
A3 o1 QMLady Wisdom)©] 191 Spo] Gdsh=tl, 1 2 =3

oARlE HEgAl & W Hxtso] AskAl = FAA<] A3E Axshe
o] ok dek A& ol WA HW, T vhaelli= A8 ofQls 2t
Aok S g glrhs Zlolth o]lysk A3 ofRle] HAIAE &+
ExPZ—Q 222780 = 2913 B2 HE Y A1 28-31 8 o= 3913
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24) Cf. Phyllis Trible, “Wisdom Builds a Poem: The Architecture of Proverbs 1:20-33,”
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2.3. Mot 2F(*[s2 S8

Tl 27 WAl 2247 o] Fold Z Al dlte] Aot o] AlE

Eato] KA = A E FltetAlE o] viE oz eletar A%
3}13%(6-8@, A&E ZaA}k shd o5 elE 2 2 AYS dEeues
A). 53] 12-158 7} 16-198-2 wHA o2 o] =], 12-154
2 A&7} ot zpelAM FAslE Folekar Tah, 16-1982 A&7k
sUlAA TdelE Folgta Wtk 16-198 o YER = SUGmn
mmet ol Ao Al wle- sk, A 5-77gelA] o]
U FAZE wHEE o] sk yEehy] wiitolthy 16-1982 &

JBL 94 (1975), 509-518.

25) Zlell Yehd 199 FAld B3t 2okv} Frks Y v 255 Bk
178, T3y, AMFA 19 (A& de7]15 1A 3], 2007), 86-90; Claudia V.
Camp, Wise, Strange and Holy: the Strange Woman and the Making of the Bible,
JSOTSup 373 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 2000), 40-93; Michael V. Fox,
Proverbs 1-9, AB 18A (New York: Doubleday, 2000), 254-262; C. Maier, Die
“Fremde Frau” in Proverbien 1-9, 7-68; Nancy Nam Hoon Tan, The ‘Foreignness’
of the Foreign Woman in Proverbs 1-9: A Study of the Origin and Development of a
Biblical Motif, BZAW 381 (Berlin: Walter de Gruyter, 2004), 3-11. 5] tjjst
NEAC AFZE S FES HeEl J. Blenkinsopp, “The Social Context of
the ‘Outsider Woman’ in Proverbs 1-9,” 457-473; Gustav Bostrém, Proverbia
studien: Die Weisheit und das Fremde Weibin Spiirche 1-9 (Lund: Gleerup, 1935),
103-155; Caludia V. Camp, “Wise and Strange: An Interpretation of the Female
Imagery in Proverbs in Light of Trickster Mythology,” 14-36; R. J. Clifford,
“Woman Wisdom in the Book of Proverbs,” 61-72; M. V. Fox, Proverbs 1-9,
139-141; Bernhard Lang, Die weisheitliche Lehrrede: Eine Untersuchung von Spriiche
1-7, SBS 54 (Stuttgart: Katholisches Bibelwerk, 1972), 91-95; C. Maier, Die
“Fremde Fran” in Proverbien 1-9, 69-251; idem, “Conflicting Attractions: Parental
Wisdom and the ‘Strange Woman’ in Proverbs 1-9,” Athalya Brenner and Carole
R. Fontaine, eds., Wisdom and Psalms, FCB 2/2 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic,
1998), 92-108; H. C. Washington, “The Strange Woman ('shzrh/nkryh) of
Proverbs 1-9,” 217-242; Gale A. Yee, “The Socio-Literary Production of the
‘Foreign Woman’ in Proverbs,” Athalya Brenner, ed., A Feminist Companion to
Wisdom Literature, FCB 9 (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 1995), 127-130; ©]3]g}
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26) AslrE o AF ARy muw o} 7 ]Rlokmzpehs o] 4 2, 5, 6, 78]
AEH o7 Fohs vl FESFEA, o] EAE] Tl Y AKHE
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3.1. 2o 42K(1-380 5-9%0| oA 112|)
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Hol Q&= Arstal, =AE st viE e AEstes st
olelgt = A Hlfi= 5-77gel YeRtA E F3| ofQlekdiel S/ohE
@A) o eke] tix=E wle] KHolFe gA|olt) 20-27 o= vEE
A2l oY tmo] 1 vk AHellA] Blojup#] wolo}f sirtar st
T}29) 25 H el M= kS niE R A Aol dtrhar xstar, 2749
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27) 3 4% 1:98A AAls] Awrof & ThE =3 0 2= Sl epHA)7E ARl
o] oh Al A A& E woprkar Agth= otk g Aol thE A=
A= A |(trans-generational wisdom)E 4703kl Tk M. V. Fox, Proverbs
1-9, 172-173; C. A. Newsom, “Women and the Discourse of Patriarchal
Wisdom,” 151; Bruce K. Waltke, The Book of Proverbs: Chapters 1-15, NICOT
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004), 276.

28) BAL] =] T8 84 T shks 3Pt A1) oA, HAke] Fop )<
23S AR g8k Qi 4b-9FoM Zeve sk gAAde BEA
(ambiguity of the speaker’s identity)©] 4:10-7:27°1 O]|27]|7}A] A FA|H=
oIt} o] O]9 4:1; 5:7; 7:24; 8:320] YER}E “olsEoP@mais B4
S, 281 84, 312 o]ofA= I AAlemw w)E SR 9k vl
ol 4-9% o] Yeh = 5419] W53k democratization) 4|2 ATF T} A|H 2
AV EaelAE o] Fato] digh Aus ksl

29) M. V. Fox, Proverbsi-9, 188; C. S. Abbuhl, “Proverbs Chapter 2: A
Canon-contextual Reading,” 196; B. K. Waltke, Proverbs 1-15, 286.
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30) A%, Ty, 218-222; R. J. Clifford, Proverbs, 71; M. V. Fox, Proverbs 1-9,
199; R. E. Murphy, Proverbs, 32; C. A. Newsom, “Women and the Discourse
of Patriarchal Wisdom,” 154-155; R. C. Van Leeuwen, The book of Proverbs, The
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<Abstract>

Proverbs 1-9: Hermeneutical Functions and
Theological Implications

Prof. Hee Suk Kim
(Chongshin University)

This article attempts to examine the way Proverbs 1-9 estab-
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lishes a hermeneutical framework for the book of Proverbs.
Though this topic has been sporadiclly discussed in scholarship,
how the text of Proverbs 1-9 actually establishes a hermeneutical
framework still needs to be examined more thoroughly.

I argue that Proverbs 1-9 purposefully provides a specific
hermeneutical lens to enable the readers to cope with inter-
pretive issues of individual proverbs in Proverbs 10-31, such
as situationality, influence of the ANE wisdom literature, and
the problem of divine retributive justice. These issues mainly
originate from the loss of original settings, which are crucial
to the interpretation of the individual proverbs in Proverbs
10-31.

It is my contention that an interpretive lens arises from
the textual intentions of Proverbs 4-9, which purport to revise
the arguments of Prov 1:8-3:35 that strongly supports the
deed-consequence nexus. This hermeneutical lens is established
in two steps. First, Proverbs 4-7 postulates that Lady Wisdom
and the Strange Woman are not easily distinguished. While
Proverbs 4-6 strategically urges the readers to choose the right
woman and reject the wrong one, Proverbs 7 reverts this textual
flow to argue that the Strange Woman is too deceptively attrac-
tive to be differentiated from ILady Wisdom. In a word, Proverbs
4-7 draws attention to an epistemological difficulty in a deci-
sion-making process. Second, Proverbs 8-9 functions to enable
the readers to discern Lady Wisdom by making clear her true
identity that the Strange Woman cannot deceptively appropriate,
which consists of religious particularity and influential
universality. Wisdom is characterized by its close relationship
with YWHW and its role in the world created by YHWH.

This identity of Wisdom establishes an epistemological lens
for making a right decision and functions as a hermeneutical
framework for the individual proverbs in Proverbs 10-31. The
lost original settings of individual proverbs in Proverbs 10-31



are to be replaced by this lens, called in this study a theologically
shaped epistemological framework, which accordingly copes
with the aforementioned interpretive issues in Proverbs 10-31.
This hermeneutical lens functions not only for the interpretation
of proverbs but also for the interpretation of our contemporary
life per se.
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